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Tue Buessixe or CaristiaN SURROUND-| 
inas.— W hat a blessing it is to have had our 
nativity, our education, and our lot in life in 
the full blaze of civilization, and in “ the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God.” If we consider the matter in 
reference to this life only, we will see the 
beneficial effects of Christianity upon the con- 
dition of mankind. Which of us can tell, or 
even conjecture, what we would have been, 
had our lot been cast in a region where the | 
mild, enlightening, civilizing influences of the 
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ were un- 
known? However human intellect might be | 


developed under such circumstances, religion | 


} 
} 
| 





and conscientiousness would have assumed | 
forms of superstition, nonsense and cruelty. 
Does any theologian, in his sectarian zeal, and 
perhaps in his spiritual pride, value himself 
upon the creed and the system in accordance 
with which he worships the Father, as though | 
he had arrived at allthese truths by original | 
process of thought independent of Gospel 
Let him consider what would have | 
been his code of belief had he never associated 
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teaching ? 
with any but heathen people, and whether his 
highest attainment in principle would have 
been any more than “ conscience of the idol.” 
For the consideration of such, a British poet 
offers the suggestion, 


‘That, by the simple accident of birth, 
You might have been high-priest to Mambo-Jumbo.”’ 


The following article from The Spirit of 
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Missions is not copied to gratify our taste or 
that of our readers, but to excite thanksgiving 
that, in the providence of our heavenly Father, 
we have our abode in a Christian land, and 
to stimulate those who would wish to have oil 
in their vessels with their lamps, to do their 
duty towards the evangelization of dark places 
of the Earth. 


** Salvation, oh salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah’s name! 
Waft, waft ye winds, his story, 

And you, ye waters, roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory, 

It spreads from pole to pole ; 
Till, o’er our ransomed nature, 
The Lamb for sinners slain, 

Redeemer, King, Creator, 
In bliss returns to reign.’’ 


WHOLESALE IMMOLATIONS. 
In an address delivered recently before the 
members of the University of Glasgow, by the 
Duke of Argyle, allusion was made to some 


of the cruel customs and horrid practices of 


ancient and modern pagan nations. Refer- 
ring to Western Africa, the speaker said: 
“We hear of African chiefs whose custom it 
is, on particular ogcasions, to sacrifice so many 
human beings that a boat can be floated in 
their blood. We hear of others who live with 
piles of skulls, and among whom the dreadful 
emblems of mortality are emblems also, still 
more dreadful, of the degradation of our spe- 
cies far below the level of the brutes.” 
Horrid as this statement is, it applies with 
truth to such kingdoms as Dahomey and 
Ashanti. In a pamphlet published in this 
city by Bishop Payne just before he left on, his 
return to his field of labor, he says: “ It is at 
Abomey, the capital of Dahomey, that men 
seem to have made the nearest approxima- 
tions to incarnate fiends. Mr. Norris says: 
‘All the women composing the king’s body- 
guard, regularly regimented and equipped 
with drums, flags, bows and muskets, . resi le 
in the palace. ‘This consists of an.assembla se 
of cane and mud huts enclosed. by a high wa.l. 
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The skulls and j jaw- henen of enemies slain in 
battle, form the favorite ornament both of his 
residence and the temples. His apartment is 
paved, and the walls and roof stuck over with 
these horrid trophies.’ It is stated by other 
travellers that the clay composing some of his 
huts is tempered with human gore. Certain 
it is, that at this horrid court, streams of blood 
flow from thousands of victims sacrificed at 
the annual customs. And as often as the king 


wants more of these, wars are undertaken to | 


supply the demand.” 
HOW THE VICTIMS ARE DISPOSED OF. 

Mr. Forbes, an English naval officer, men- 
tions, as follows, one of the methods of dis- 
posing of the victims: 
erected in the centre of the market-place. It 
is decorated with tents and banners, and the 
king takes his place in the centre. After the | 
king has had tobacco and other gifts dis- 
tributed to the waiting multitude, the victims | 
are brought forward. They are lashed hand 
and foot, and tied in small canoes or baskets, 
dressed in clean white dresses, with high red 
caps, and borne above the heads of the ‘people 
to the platform. The victims are held high 
in the air, and after a speech from the king 
they are hurled over the parapet to the people, 
who kill them with clubs and swords, and 


“A large platform is| 


REVIEW. 


was but a trivial king. But thirty of his 
“queens” and seventy other persons were im- 
molated. At the announcement, “the king 
calls you,” his wives, arrayed in their best ap- 
parel, went forth, one by one, to be strangled 
by a copper wire or piece of fine twisted cloth. 
Meaner victims are loaded with iron and 
thrown into the river. 

At Coomasie, the capital of Ashanti (1817), 
'the British Commissioners (James Bowditch 
and Hutchinson), from Cape Coast, found 
that the king had recently immolated on the 
grave of his mother, three thousand victims, 
(two thousand of whom were prisovers of the 

‘anti Tribe, being immediately around the 
British Fort, Cape Coast Castle.) At the 
death of the late king the sacrifice continued 
weekly for three months, consisting each time 
of two hundred slaves. 

In Ashanti, missionaries from Basle and 
from the English Wesleyan Society are now 
laboring, and we hope that this and other 
abominable practices may soon cease here, 
and the king and people be brought under 
the power of the Gospel. In Dahome y, there 
are no resident Protestant missionaries as yet, 
though some parts of the country are occa- 
sionally visited, we believe, by native agents 
of the Church Missionary Society. Let us 





afterwards drag the bodies to a pit, where 
they are left for birds and beasts of prey.” 
THE GRAND CUSTOM. 

When a king of Dahomey dies, a “ Grand 
Custom” is celebrated in addition to the 
“ Annual Custom.” A native teacher of the 
English Church Missionary Society was at 
Abome ‘y when Gezo, the late savage monarch, 
died, and Badahung, his son, celebrated the 
“Grand Custom.” This native teacher says: 
“On Sunday, the 29th, the ‘Custom’ com- 
menced. Before the king came out to fire a 
gun, to give notice to all, one hundred men 
had actually been killed besides the same 
number of women inside his palace. Ninety 


chief-captains, and one hundred and twenty | 


princes and princesses, were engaged in bring- 
ing the poor creatures out to be sacrificed. 

‘OnW ednesday, August Ist, the king buried 
his father, and with him fifty men, fifty rams, 
fifty goats and cowries. 

On Tuesday, the 16th, ninety human heads 
were seen laid out in rows by the palace gate, 
and for several days a fresh supply was put 
there every morning. Many were killed pri- 

vately, and it is reckoned that more than two 
thousand poor creatures perished during the 
*Custom.’” 
THE PRACTICE IN OTHER AFRICAN KINGDOMS. 

The practice of sacrificing a large number 
of persons on the death of the king that their 
spirits may attend on him in the invisible 


hope and pray that the time may soon come 
when this darkest and most degraded of Afri- 


can kingdoms shall enjoy, in all parts of it, 
the blessed light of the Gospel, and that tri- 
umphs may be won there, similar to those 


which have already been’ won at Sierra 
Leone, Cape Palmas, Abbeokuta and else- 
where on the West Coast of Africa.—The 
Spirit of Missions. 


AND EXECUTION OF MAXIMILIAN, A 
YOUNG CHRISTIAN, A. D. 260. 


The early Christians refused to fight; and 
it is related of Maximilian, when brought be- 
fore Dion, the proconsul, and asked his 
name, Maximilian, turning to him, replied, 
ae hy wouldst thou know my name? J ama 
Christian, and cannot fight.” 

Maximilian was registered “five feet ten 
inches high,” and Dion bade the officer mark 
him. But Maximilian refused to be marked, 
still asserting that he was a Christian, upon 
which Dion instantly replied, ‘ Bear arms, or 
thou shalt die.” 

To this Maximilian answered, “I cannot 
fight if I die; I am not a soldier of this world, 
but a soldier of God.” Dion then said, 
“Who has persuaded thee to behave thus?” 
Maximilian answered, “My own mind, and 
he that called me.” Dion then spoke to his 
father, and bade him persuade his son. But 


TRIAL 





world, prevails in other parts of Africa, In 
Benin in 1847, Eyamba, the king, died. He, 


his father observed, that his son knew ‘his 
own mind, and what was best for him to do. 
After this had passed, Dion addressed Maxi- 
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milian again in these ai Take thy 
arms and receive the mark.” “I can re- 
ceive,” said Maximilian, “no such mark— 
I have already the mark of Christ.” U pon | 
which Dion said, “I will send thee quickly 
to thy Christ.” “Thou mayst do so,” said 
Maximilian, “ but the glory will be mine.” 

Maximilian, still refusing the mark, spoke 
thus—“I cannot receive the mark of this 
world, and if thou shouldst give me the mark, 
I will destroy it. It will avail nothing. I 
am a Christian, and it is not lawful for me 
to wear such a mark about my neck, when I 
have received the saving mark of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,| 
whom thou knowest not, who died to give us| 
life, and whom God gave for our sins. Him| 
all we Christians obey—Him we follow as 
the restorer of our life and the author of our 
salvation.” 

Dion instantly replied to this, “Take thy | 
arms, and receive the mark, or thou shalt 
suffer a miserable death.” “ But I shall not 
perish,” said Maximilian, “ my name is al- 
ready enrolled with C ‘hrist—I cannot fight.” 

Dion said, “ Consider then thy youth, and | 
bear arms ; the profession of arms becomes a 
young man.” Maximilian replied, “My 
arms are with the Lord. I cannot fight for 
any earthly consideration. I am now a 
Christian.” 

Dion, the proconsul, said, “Among the 
life-guards of our masters, the Emperors, 
there are Christian soldiers, and they fight.” 
Maximilian answered, “They know what is 
expedient for them, but I am a Christian, 
and it is unlawful for me to do evil.” 

Dion said, “Take thy arms, despise not 
the profession of a soldier, lest thou perish 
miserably.” “But I shall not perish,” says 
Maximilian; “and if I should leave this 
world, my soul will live with Christ the 
Lord.” 

Dion then ordered his name to be struck 
from the roll; and when this was done, he 
proceeded, “ Because out of thy rebellious 
spirit thou hast refused to bear arms, thou 
shalt be punished according to thy deserts, 
for an example to others,” and then he deliv- 
ered the following sentence: “ Maximilian! 
because thou hast, with a rebellious spirit, 
refused to bear arms, thou art to die by the 
sword.” Maximilian replied, “ Thanks ‘be to 
God.” 

He was twenty years, three months, and 
seventeen days old,—and when he was led to 
the place of execution, he spoke thus: “ My 
dear brethren, endeavor with all your might, 
that it may be your portion to see the Lord, 
and that he may give you such a crown ;” 
and then, with a pleasant countenance, he 
said to his father, “ Give the executioner the 
soldier's coat thou hast gotten for me, and 


when I shall receive thee in the company of 
the blessed martyrs, we may rejoice together 
with the Lord.” 

After this he suffered. His mother, Pom- 
peiana, obtained his body from the judge, 
and conveyed it to Carthage, and buried it 
near the place where the body of Cyprian the 
martyr lay. And thirteen days after this, 


his mother died, and was buried in the same 


place. And Victor, his father, returned to 
his habitation, rejoicing and praising God 
that he had sent before such a gift to the 
Lord, himself expecting to follow after.— 


Armistead. 
———_ <9 


LIFE-TIME DEDICATION, 


Wild excesses in youth are often followed 
by energy, by zeal, and devotion. We read 
it in the examples of Augustine, of Loyola, 
of John Newton. Sudden conversions of 
character such as these are among the most 
striking points of ecclesiastical history. But 
no less certain is it that they are rarely, very 
rarely, followed by moderation, by calmness, 
by impartial wisdom. 

Whatever else is gained by sudden and 
violent conversions, this is lost. Whatever 
else is lost, on the other hand, by the absence 
of experience of evil, by the calm and even 
life that needs no repentance, this is gained. 
The especial work of guiding, moderating, 
softening, the jarring counsels of men, is for 
the most part the special privilege of those 
who have grown up into matured strength 
from early beginnings of purity and goodness, 
of those who can humbly and thankfully 
look back through middle age, and youth 
and childhood, with no sudden rent or breach 
in their pure and peaceful recollections. 

Samuel is the chief type in ecclesiastical 
history of holiness, of growth, of a new crea- 
tion without conversion, and his mission is an 
example of the special missions which such 
characters are called to fulfil. In pro- 
portion as the differe nt stages of life have 
sprung naturally and spontaneously out of 
ach other without any abrupt revulsion, 
pach serves as a foundation on which the 
other may stand, each makes the foundation 
of the whole more sure and stable. In pro- 
portion as our own fcundation is thus stable, 
and as our own minds and hearts have grown 
up gradually and firmly, without any violent 
disturbance or wrench on one side or the 
other, in that proportion is it the more possi- 
ble to view with calmness and moderation the 
difficulties and differences of others, to avail 
ourselves of the new methods and new charac- 
ters that the advance of time throws in our 


| way, to return from present perplexities to the 


pure and untroubled will of our «arly years, 
to preserve and communicate the childlike 
faith, changed doubtless in form, but the same 
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in spirit, in which we first knelt in prayer for 
ourselves and others, and drank in the first 
impressions of God and Heaven. The call 
may come to us in many ways: it may tell us 
of the change of the priesthood, of the fall of | 
the earthly sanctuary, of the rise of strange 
thoughts, of the beginning of a new epoch. 

flappy are they who, here or elsewhere, 
are able to perceive the signs of the times, 
and to answer, without fear or trembling, 
“Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth.”— 

“ Stanley’ y's Lect ures on the Hi story of the Jewish 
Church.” 


steele tact 

If men ought always to pray and not to 
faint, much more Christian men. Jesus has 
sent His Church into the world on the same 
errand upon which He Himself came, and 
that includes intercession.—Spurgeon. 

ght hidshiidimeintilacste 
Sane Stuart. 

A curious and interesting entry occurs in 
the Friends’ Register of Burials at Wisbeach, 
respecting Jane Stuart of that place. The 
following is a copy of the register :— 

** Jane Stuart departed this life on 12th 
of 7th mo., on first day, about one 
o’clock, ye. 14th, aged 88. King 

Supposed to be descended from James 2nd ; 

she lived in a cellar in the old Market 

Wisbech—the house has been rebuilt by 

Chs. Freeman’’— 

Respecting this extraordinary individual, 
the following notices appeared, forty years 
ago, in vols. xxviii. and xxix. of the Monthly 
Magaz ine, or British Register; at that time 
one of the most influential periodicals of the 
day :— 

"(From the Monthly Mag., }0th month 1, 1809.) 
EXTRACTS FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF A MAN OF LETTERS. 

A natural daughter of King James II. 
was convicted of Friends’ principles, and im- 
prisoned for the same with Thomas Ellwood, 
cc. Upon her being engaged to a young 
man for marriage, and the day fixed, as they 
were on the road the coach overturned, and 
her intended husband was killed, and his 
brother broke his leg. She stayed in London, 
and nursed the young man till he recovered ; 
when, assuming some habit of disguise, she 
travelled on foot to the Isle of Ely, and in- 
quiring at some Friend’s house for employ- 
ment, the master asked her, “ What she 
could do?’ she answered, “She was willing 
to put her hand toanything.” He then said, 
“ Canst thou reap?” She replied, “She could 
hardly tell; but, if he pleased, she would 
try.” So he sent her into the field; and be- 
fore evening, she discovered herself to be so 
great a proficient at reaping, as to be called 
“Queen of the Reaper.” She constantly 
attended the adjacent meeting; and, observ- 
ing a rock hard by, she either put up with a 
natural cave in the rock, or had a cell made 


} 1742 
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therein, where she lived quite recluse, spin- 
ning for her employment. She told Sarah 
Taylor that she “ enjoyed such contentment 
and peace, that she would not Jeave her cell 
and spinning-wheel to be Queen of England.” 
| She had been at most of the European courts, 
particularly the Hanoverian and Prussian ; 
and the Pretender being her supposed 
brother, she once travelled by chaise into 
Scotland to see him. 
(From the Monthly Mag., 24 Month 1, 1810.) 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 

Sir,—Jane Stuart, the extraordinary char- 
acter of whom some account is given in the 
mane Magazine for October last, supposed 

to be a natural daughter of King James IL., 
after renouncing the world, and splendor of 
courts, resided at Wisbeach in Cambridge- 
shire. It is to be regretted that few memo- 
rials remain of her ; ‘but two ancient and re- 
spectable inhabitants, now deceased, have 
related to the writer of this the following in- 
cidents : 

“ When she first came, she sought employ- 
ment by standing (as is ‘usual with laborers, 
at this day, who want work) on, or near the 
foot of the bridge, where, in hay-time and 
harvest, the farmers resort every morning to 
hire. She selected for her abode, a cellar, in 
a part of the town called the Old Market, 
where she spun worsted ; to dispose of which, 
she regularly had a stall on the market- day. 
Being once thus employed, she recognized, by 
the arms and livery, a coach and attendants 
going to the principal inn (the ‘Rose and 
Crown,’) near to which her stall stood ; upon 
which, she immediately packed up her 
worsted, retired to her cell, and carefully con- 
cealed herself. The owner, who was said to 
be the Duke of Argyle, endeavored to find 
her; but without effect. The house under 
which she lived, has been since rebuilt; and 
a of it is now occupied by the Lady Mary 

nollis, aunt to the present Earl of Banbury. 
She constantly attended, when in health, the 
meeting of the Society of Friends, in Wis- 
beach ; was humble and exemplary in her 
conduct—well esteemed by her neighbors— 
invariably avoided all conversation relative 
to her family connections; and when, in the 
freedom of intercourse, any expres ssion inad- 
vertently escaped, leading to an inquiry, she 
stopped short, seemed to regret having dis- 
closed so much, and silenced further research. 
She read the New Testament in Greek ; but 
even this circumstance was discovered acci- 
dentally, by an unexpected call. She was 
fond of birds, which were frequently allowed 
to leave their cages and fly about in her 
apartment. W hen near eighty, she had-a 
new set of teeth. She died (according to the 
Friends’ register) the 12th of 7th month, 
1742, aged 88, and was buried in the Society’s 
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graveyard, at Wisbeach ; hors, out of re- 
spect to her memory, box has been planted 
round her grave, with her initials, age, and 
date; whic h still remain to mark the : spot of 
her interment. “ Yours, &c., A.” 


The box-planting on the grave is yet pre- 
served; and is trimmed short, so as still to 
exhibit the initials, &c.—Armistead’s Mis- 
cellany. 


—__ -<0- -___ — 


RELIGIOUS DEFECT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

The name of God does not appear in the 
national Constitution. It requires an oath as 
a qualification to office, and thus by impli-/ 
eation refers to the Almighty, but nothing 


more. An association has been formed | 


whose object is to seeure the adoption of an| 
amendment substantially this: “We the | 
people of the United States (acknowledging | 
Almighty God as the source of all authority | 
and power in civil government, the Lord | 
Jesus Christ as the Ruler among the nations, | 
and his Revealed Will as of supreme authori- | 
ty, in order to constitute a Christian gov ern- | 
ment), form a more perfect Union, &e.” Of! 
this association, Hon. William Strong, of the | 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, is Pr resident, | 
and Hon. James Pollock, Rev. Drs. Me-| 
Ilvaine, Edwards, Bomberger and others are 
Vice Pesidents. The offices are at 1329 Vine | 
and 1126 Arch streets, in this city. This | 
Society has published two pamphlets. One, | 
by Rev. Dr. Craven, argues that the Consti- 
tution should make a formal ac -knowledgment | 
of God, because it can be made in that in- 
strument only for the nation, and because a| 
failure to do this is to deny it. An argument 
is made to show that there is no recognition | 
of any sort, and that the concluding clause 
that has been adduced to the contrary, is| 
merely formal. More than this, the omission 
was intentional, Franklin having been dis-| 
regarded when he desired to cure it. Our} 
prosperity does not show that we are as well | 
off without as with the discharge of our duty; 
but merely that God has dealt kindly and | 
leniently toward us. Dr. Mellvaine, Pro- 
fessor of Political Science in Princeton Col- | 
lege, argues that the Association has no sec- | 
tarian end in v iew; that the proposed amend- | 
ment is not in the nature of a union of | 
Church and State; that nations are bound to | 
acknowledge God, and to acknowledge Him 
as the ultimate source of authority in civil | 
government; that the moral interests of the} 
nation and our nationa! blessings and chas- | 
tisements demand it, and that nations have | 
an inalienable right to do this. The argu- 
ments are clearly stated and cogently con-| 
ducted, and will not pass without awakening | 
attention.— Press, 
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PENNS AND PENINGTONS. 
(Continued from page 533.) 

Some unprincipled men, who had observed 
his unresisting spirit, refused to pay him 
money which “ they owed him, and one of 
Mary Penington’s relatives commenced a law- 
suit to deprive her of one of her estates. 
The case was thrown into Chancery, and was 
lost, because neither she nor her husband 
would take an oath to verify their claims. 
Mary Penington herself tells us of these trials, 
adding, “ Thus we were stripped of my hus- 
band’s estate, and wronged of a great part of 
mine. After this, we were tossed up os 
down from place to place, to our grea 
weariness and charge; seeing no place < 
abide in, in this country, near to meetings, 
which had formerly been held at our house 
at Chalfont. We were pressed in our spirits 
to stay amongst the Friends here, if any house 
could be found with conveniences, though it 
were but ordinarily decent. 

“We sought in many places within the 
compass of four or five miles from that 
meeting, but could find none. Yet having 
still such a sense of its being our right place, 
we had not freedom to settle any where else ; 
so we boarded at W altham- abbey during the 
summer, for our children’s accommodation at 
the school there, and left our friends to in- 
quire further for us. But in all that time of 
seeking it had never entered into our thoughts 
of buying a place. Nay, we rather en- 
| deavored ‘to have a state of disentanglement, 
}and to procure a habitation without land. 
But, seeing no place like to fit us in the 


| country near those people, I told my husband 


[ was not willing to go from them into any 
| other place, except it were to our own estate 
in Kent. This he liked not to do, taking ex- 


,| ception against the air, and against the dirti- 


ness of the place. This put me into a great 
strait. I could not bear, except to go to Kent, 
to leave those we had been instrumental in 
gathering to the Truth, and who had known 
our sufferings respecting our estate, and who 
| compassionated us. We and they had suf- 
fered together, and had been comforted to- 
gether. They had a sense of our ee con- 
dition, and were compassionate of us; we 
being in their sight so stripped, they anuais 
no great things, such as would answer to our 
rank in the world : but rather wondered we 
were able to live so decently, and to pay 
every one their own. Our submitting thus 
to mean things, which our present condition 
oceasioned, was honorable before them, but 
strangers would have despised it, which would 
have "been uneasy to us. 

“ Thus it was that the temper amongst our 
acquaintances and countrymen here “help« dl 
us to bear the meanness and the great strait- 


i ness, so much more than we had ever known 
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hefore, having bees ‘bork to and having | place with the money, and put it in condition 
lived in great plenty. One day, when we/for us and them, and he not to be troubled 
were about going to Waltham Abbey, R. T.| with the building, but that it should be made 
coming to see us, and bewailing our going | over to Friends for me and the children ; 
out of the country, and having no place near | then he, considering that the estate was mine, 
them to return to, said, ‘W hy will you not| and that he had lost all of his, and that thus 
buy some little place near us?” I refused|that suffering had been brought upon me, 
this with great neglect, saying our condition] was willing that I should do what I would. 
would not admit of such a thing, for we had| And he added that he took delight that L 
not an hundred pounds beside our rents, and|should be answered in this, though it was 
that we must sell some of my land if we do} contrary to his temper either to own a house 
s». He told me he had an uncle who would | or to build one. 
sella place that was about thirty pounds a a| “So I sent word to our friends that they 
year, which stood near the meeting-house at} should conclude for it; that I did not matter 
Amersham, and was in a healthy place, and} £50 if they thought well of it in other re- 
that the house being trimmed might be made | spects. Then it went on. I was often in 
habitable. My husband was not there at| prayer to the Lord that I might be preserved 
that time; but soon after R. B. came, and 1| from entanglements and cumber, and that it 
told him what R. T. had proposed; he} might be such an habitation as would mani- 
seemed to encourage the thing, and said he} fest that the Lord was again restoring us, and 
had heard there were some rooms in the|had a regard to us. When it was bought, I 
house that might serve. | went industriously and cheerfully about the 
“That night Thomas Ellwood came out of | business, though i saw many unusual incum- 
Kent, and told me he had much to do to | brances es present themselves before me; under 
come back without selling my farm at West | which I still cried to the Lord that | might go 
sur. I laid these things together, and said, | through i in His fear, and not cumber or darken 
‘I think this must be our way, if we can sell | my mind. 
West Bur to buy this that R. T. has offered,} “ After we had concluded for it, we met 
and with the overplus money put the housé| with a great interruption ; the woman being 
in a condition to receive us.’ Next day I advised to make prey upon us hy an un- 
took Anne Bull with me, and went on foot to reasonable demand for her consent. I earnest- 
Woodside, te John Humphries’ house, to view | ly desired of the Lord to make way for us to 
it, and its situation. I came in by Hill’s-lane} get clear of the whole matter, though with 
through the orchard ; but it looked so ruinous, great loss, rather than that we should run 
and unlike what could be trimmed up for us, | into entanglements in the management of it, 
that I did not go into the house. So it quite | the dread of running into debt was so heavy 
fell through till we were going away, having|on me. But I got over that, and went on to 
been dis sappointed of a house at Beaconsfield ,| plant, and to make provision for building, till 
which my husband had been in treaty about. | the surveyor put me out of my own way. He 
Upon this we pressed again to see the house,}put us upon rearing from the ground a new 
which I did, Thomas Ellwood and H. B.| part, and my husband falling in with his 
going with me; my husband having said he| plan, I could not avoid it. It “brought great 
left the decision to me. So I went into the | trouble upon me; for [ did not see my way 
house, and they viewed the grounds; and in}clear as before. Having stepped from my 
half an hour’s time I had the form of the| own plan, and not knowing how to compass 
thing in my mind, what to sell, what to pull | this dient I took no pleasure in doing any- 
down, what to add, and cast how it would be|thing about it. At length I fell ill, and 
done with the overplus money. So I gave|could not look after it, ‘and great was my 
up to have them to treat for it, and let us know | exercise ; one while fearing the Lord did not 
at Waltham; which they did, and sent us| approve ‘of what I had done ; another while 
word the title was clear, but they judged it | saying within myself, I did not seek great 
£50 too dear. When I received that message, | things nor vain glory in wishing a fine habi- 
I had my mind much to the Lord in this}tation. For as I cast it at first, and did not 
thing; that if it were the place He gave us| intend to do more, it would have been very 
liberty to be in, He would order it for us. ordinary. After many close exercises and 
I had requested of my husband that, seeing | earnest’ prayers, I came to a clearness that I 
he had lost all, and the children had no pro-| had an honest intent in what I did, the full 
vision but my estate, and that we were so}expense being undiscerned. I then felt my 
tossed about, and had no dwe lling-place for} mind stayed, and acted without disquiet ; and 
ourselves or our children, I might build some | the building was afterwards managed by me 
little thing for them. My husband was| rather in delight, through an assurance that 
averse to buil ling; but I, weighing that | the undertaking was a right one, 
I could part with some land, and buy the! “Part of the house fell down from the new 
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casting of it, and in the falling I was most | 
remarkably preserved. This wrought in me) 
a care how to compass what had to be done. 

After a time I felt an innocent enjoyment 
arise in my mind, and I went on very cheer- | 
fully, never looking out with apprehension ; | 
and when there was occasion for money to be 
paid, I found I still had it, having contracted 
my family expenses. My rents came in stead- 

ily, and by selling old houses, and bark, and 
several other things, the expenses of the build- 

ing were met, and I then had pleasure in- 
stead of pain in laying out the money. In- 





deed my mind was so daily turned towards | 


the Lord in condue ‘ting this ‘affair, and so con- 
tinually was I provided with money, that I 
often thought, and sometimes said, that if I 
had lived in the time when building of houses 
for the service or worship of the Lord was ac- 
cepted and blessed, I could not have had 
such work a sweeter, stiller, or pleasanter time. 

“T set all things in order of a morning be- 
fore I went to meeting, and so left them un- 
thought of till I returned ; rarely finding them 
so much as to rise in my mind when going to, 
or when at meetings. Thus was my mind 
kept sweet and savory; for I had nothing in 
all that affair that disquiet ted me, having no 
further anxiety than that nothing should be 
wasted ; and this I perceived by eye, without 
disquieting care being administered that 
would produce anger or fretting. I lay down 
sweetly and very pleasantly at ‘night, awaked 
with a sweet sense of the work before me in 
the morning, was employed all day thereat, 
but had no burden on my mind. This sea- 
soned me, and kept me ples sant and in health, 
and now I am free to leave this account of it 
with my children. 

“The building was completed in less than 
four years; I could have compassed it in 
much less time, but then I should have been 
straitened for money; doing it by degrees, it 
stole on undiscerned in point of chs arge. Now 
all is finished except the wash- house: and I 
have taken up one hundred pounds; and dur- 
ing that time we have not omitted being 
helpful to others in giving or lending in our 
places.” 


It appears that the rebuilding of Woodside | 


House commenced early in 1669; and having 
been, as Mary Penington states, nearly four 
years in hands, it was probably finis hed about 
the close of 1672 or e: arly in 1673. While in 
progress, the Peningtons octupied Berrie 
House near Amersham; and several of the 


children were then at school at Waltham- | 


abbey. The rebuilding must have been done 
in a very substantial manner, for we find the 
house is still, after a lapse of nearly two cen- 
turies, a te nantable habitation. It is now 
a farmhouse, and well known in Amersham 
as the ancient residence of the Peningtons. 
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‘Sad to relate, in 1672 = a 
was again made aprisoner, On this occasion 
his imprisonment was in Reading jail, and 
arose out of a visit he paid to Friends who 


| were there confined. It appears from Besse’s 


account,* that a magistrate who was very bit- 
ter against the Friends, hearing from the jail- 
er of Penington being there, sent for him, 
tendered to him the oath of allegiance, and 
then made his refusal to swear the ostensible 
reason for imprisonment. He continued a 
prisoner there for the space of twenty-one 
months, till Charles the Second released by 
letters patent such Friends as were impris- 
oned throughout the nation on suits of the 
Crown. Isaac Penington then left for the 
sixth and last time the confinement of a pris- 
on. <A Friend, who was his fellow sufferer in 
several of his imprisonments, gives the fol- 
lowing description of his conduct: 

“ Being made willing by the power of God 
to suffer with great patience, cheerfulness, con- 
tentedness and true nobility of spirit, he was 
a good example to me and others. I do not 
remember that ever I saw him cast down or 
dejected during the time of his close confine- 
ment; or ever heard him speak hardly of 
those that persecuted him ; for he was of that 
temper to love enemies, and to do good to 
them that hated him ; having received a mea- 
sure of that virtue from Christ his master 
that taught him so to do. Indeed, | may 
truly say, in the prison he was a help to the 
weak, heing made instrumental in the hand 
of the Lord for that end. Oh! the remem- 
brance of the glory that did often overshadow 
us in the place of our confinement; so that 
indeed the prison was made by the Lord, who 
was powerfully with us, as a pleasant palace. 
I was often, with many more, by those streams 
of [spiritual] life that did many times flow 
through him as a vessel, greatly overcome 
with a sense of the pure presence and love of 
our God, that was plentifully spread abroad 
in our hearts.” What a testimony to the 
heavenly mindedness and truly Christian ex- 
perience of that good man ! 

(To be continued.) 
seb DicactillRidiisimatn 

We have need to pray, for some have 
fallen. We have to confess it with a blush 
that crimsons our cheek, some have fallen 
shamefully. O! pray that others may not fall, 
and that the good men and true among us 
may be uphelk d by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.—Spurgeon. 

i heated 

When a soul is obedient to the voice of 
God—when it does open the door and grasp 
the promises of holiness in the hand of faith— 
He will come into that soul, and plant His own 
nature there. Then, when perfected in love, 
faith becomes constant, and unmixed with 
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unbelief. Love takes full possession of thesoul,|_ A lively memorial issued by Philadel- 
and humility, unmixed with pride, lays him at phia Monthly Meeting for the Western Dis- 
the Saviour’s feet. His constant faith and per- trict, concerning that precious saint of our 


fect love now bring forth perfect patience and : . 
; : © ore | Lo I, Recina SHOBER, was read, intro- 
resignation. His deep-rooted humility, his | rd, H. Ree P . . 


will, being now quite subject, he lays all self| ducing many minds into deep solemnity, and 
at the Saviour’s feet—Hester Ann Rogers. | freshly reviving the memory of a sweet and 
== = | dedicated Mother in Israel who was fervent in 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. spirit serving her Divine Master. This in- 


distance, abated somewhat of the proper| 


remark. A few Friends were adverse to its 





restoration of peace, harmony and union, 
desired to have it read. The Meeting asa 
whole took no hold of the subject,—the con- 
viction being prevalent, perhaps, that there 
was a great obstructing stone which must 
first be rolled away. 

The report of the Boarding School Com- 
mittee, an interesting paper, was read, and, 
in accordance with a request therein conveyed, Dr. Livixestoxe.—A letter from this dis- 
four members from each Quarterly Meeting | tinguished traveller has been received (via 
were appointed to confer with said committee | Zanzibar) by Sir Roderick Murchison. Dr. L. 
in reference to matters of finance and to pro- | reports good health, successful exploration, 
posed additions to the accommodations for|#™d his anticipation of a speedy return to 


the pupils. ! England. 


~ PHILADELPHIA, FOURTH MONTH 25, 1868, rere nee oe Gizenton to be placed -~ 
cela ’ ____ | record, and will, in due course, be printed. 
PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING opened |, tt an 2 = oe ae 
its business on Second-day morning, the 20th | ft occupied the nonce sitting. * ; 
inst., with less of the solemnity, and “ patient es - = ee ~ eae we as ; " 
waiting for Christ,” than is desirable as a} met Se rom or. ie . 
7, rs. con- 
preparation for entering upon a work which | nT ee ; 
ak . . tained much that was valuable, though in 
can only be performed with forbearance, | ‘ad , ld h I et ieee made 1 
love and true wisdom, when the Master off jue iaamaet * ar t ph iv orgs 
assemblies is known to preside, and His | a esas an — - ys ’ 
Spirit is felt to reign in the hearts of those | i borate od lane upon. the aes - 1 
who put forth their hands, or lend their shoul- _ aa mahal ee saci " 
ders to the bearing of the ark of His testi-| °N°° "°*" _7Dere were passages wien were 
siheiliiis open to critical objection, but which may 
The non-reception of Epistles from sister so satisfy OS, REAR vem a 
Churches, and credentials of ministers from a | °¢°P“”» anes een - rege - 
| tion beyond the limits ofthis Yearly Meeting’s 
recognition of the headship of Christ, and of or, ate eT at a eg: . 
our oneness with the Church which is His |“ appear F - ¥S on a> EDA, Pree 
body. It was painful to commence with our| restrained from obtruding counsel upon those 
own local business, without having our hearts wa Pie we refuse to receive even a Gos- 
first enlarged and refreshed as in former days re a f the Soci € Friends. b 
by acts of fellowship with distant brethren | _ eno , , ee mite Cet are 
who hold the same faith, and who after the|~ M. Janney, which is considered somewhat 
same modes worship the Father. The clerk} unthir onal ox ernnane eres ued, ard 
> als ‘ing the commotions which culminated in 
announced the presence of an Epistle from | 7 had claimed . , 
Canada Yearly Meeting. This excited little! _ Sr eat eer = ao oad 
jamination through a committee, a minute 
‘ had been placed on record, referring to vari- 
reception. About an equal number, on grounds | = : ree 
ol Misksian’ lode, ddan. cain a ous published documents for the facts and the 
Jhristis ye, and as a step towards a|. : : . 

; ~ “| principles developed in a schism which we can- 
| not cease to deplore, and which, interrupting 
| the brotherly love essential to a healthful con- 

dition of the Church, has left a wound that 
ean only be healed by the love and mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
Our present report is confined to the first 
| day’s proceedings. 
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Tue Source or AuTHoriTY—THE SrTanp- 


ARD OF Ricgut—Tue True Basis or Law. 
—John C. Calhoun, in the United States 
Senate, gave utterance to the aphorism, 
“A man has a right to the products of his 
own labor, against the world.” How infin- 
itely stronger is the right to all authority in 
the earth, of Him who created it, and who 
created all the elements of its composition. 
And surely the holy men of old had good 
warrant for their continual ascriptions to 
Him of “glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever.” 
umn will be found an article upon a subject 
which is claiming the attention of the general 
mind: the absence from our national Consti- 
tution of any acknowledgment of Him who 
is King of kings and Lord of lords, as the 
source of all authority and power,—of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose everlasting domin- 
ion will assuredly be paramount over all the 
nations of earth,—and of His will, by which 
(so far as it is revealed) the lawfulness of 
law is to be tested. The omission by the 
framers of the document, was, we fear, a sin- 
ful one. True, our national Government is 
not a religious association. True, the security 
of civil and religious freedom required that 
sectarianism should have no legalized sta- 
tus,—yet as the will of God is the basis of 


human law, our allegiance to Him ought as- | 


suredly to be set forth in the Constitution of 
the United States. Without this organic ad- 
mission, the adage “ vor populi vox Dei,” ought 
to have no endorsement. The voice of the 
people should be held to be unlawful, tumul- 
tuous and incendiary, if ever it be raised 


against what is unmistakably the voice of 


God. “Righteousness exalteth a nation.” 
It is said of the wicked, (Ps. x. 4.) “God is 
not in all his thoughts.” We fear the same 
words may be used in reference to many a 
Legislative Assembly which “frameth mis- 
chief by a law” and statutizes iniquity. Is it 
not greatly to be regretted that of the Ameri- 
can people, (abundantly blessed as they have 
been and still are,) it should be said: God is 
not in all their Constitution. 


Men are creatures of a day. Nations have 


in themselves the elements of decadence— | 


but, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and 
ever!” Hus life is inherent—all His attri- 


In another col- | 


| butes are underived—His authority is abso- 
‘lute everywhere,—and it ill becomes the 
creatures whom He has formed for His praise 
‘to omit the acknowledgment. 

The Christian offers his petition, “Thy 
| Kingdom come”—he confesses himself a pil- 
grim and a stranger upon earth—his citizen- 
ship is in Heaven, (Phil. iii. 20,) “from 
| whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” who shall so come, as he was 
seen by chosen witnesses to go up into Heav- 
en, and shall take to Himself His great 
power, and reign. Literally and actually the 
kingdoms of this world shall become His 
kingdom. Seeing, then, that “the earth is 
the Lord’s and the fulness thereof,’—that 
the worlds were created by Him and for His 
pleasure, that to Him “the nations are as 
a drop of a bucket and are counted as the 
‘small dust of the balance” (Isaiah xl. 15.) 
and that this sovereignty is to be universal and 
without end, surely it would be well pleasing 
that all human governments should humble 


themselves in a reverent declaration of this 
supremacy. “Say among the nations,” said 
King David, “ the Lord reigneth.” We think, 
too, that the people as a whole are ready to 
do this without hypocrisy, though, alas, com- 
paratively few are willing to square their 
lives by such admission, and to submit to wear 
the easy yoke of the Lord Jesus. 

The people of Nineveh believed and honored 
God, and a great calamity was turned aside. 
Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed that “the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men.” Da- 
rius made a similar recognition—and Artax- 
erxes ascribed his power to “ God who ruleth 
all things—the most high and most mighty 
living God who hath ordained the kingdom 
both unto us and to our progenitors.” Shall 
a government such as ours and so richly 
blessed, be less reverently loyal than were 
those monarchs of heathen nations? Let the 
missing corner-stone which the builders of 
our Constitution rejected, be inserted in the 
place left vacant; and let every constitutional 
advocate of justice, mercy and truth, know 
that he stands on a firm unquestioned plat- 
form, when he asserts that the supreme law 
of the land is based upon an organic recog- 
nition of the autocracy of the God of 


| Truth. 
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Frre at West Town.—On the 8th inst. a 
fire occurred at the boarding school under the 
care of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Con- 
siderable damage was done, but the main 
building escaped injury. The commendable 
precaution observed, in keeping a constant 
supply of water and a sufficient amount of| 
hose always in readiness in the different 
stories, has been amply rewarded. Repairs 
were at once commenced and parents are in- 
formed that there need be no delay in sending 
their children at the time appointed (Fifth | 


month 4th) for the opening of the session. 


Mary Fisner.—The British Friend, in| 
publishing the poem descriptive of Mary | 
Fisher's visit to Sultan Mohamed I'V., at Ad- 
rianople, in 1660, ascribes its authorship to | 
our fritnd John G. Whittier. It was writ-| 
ten by B. Rush Plumley of this city. J. G. 


W. has no need nor desire for credit which | 


does not belong to him. The same paper an- 


nounced a lecture which was to be delivered 
in Dublin on the 16th inst. by George Wal- 
pole—Subject, “Tae Quaker Poet, Joun| 
GREENLEAF WHITTIER.” 


A 


DIED. 

CHACE.—At Fall River, Mass., on the 7th of| 
Second month, 186s, Philena, wife of William | 
Chace, aged nearly 71 years, a member of Swansey | 
Monthly Meeting. Her life was characterized by 
philanthropy, which was especially manifested by 
sympathy and self-sacrificing labors for the enslaved | 
African race. Her sickness was borne with patience 
and resignation, and her death was a triumph of| 
living faith in Christ her Saviour. 

BAKER.—At her residence in Chester County, 
Pa., 12th of Third month, 1868, Marietta S., wife of 
Nathan H. Baker, and daughter of Pleasant T. and | 
Elizabeth H. Stanley, in the 26th year of her age, 
a member of Damascus Monthly Meeting, Ohio. 
She was deeply concerned in seeking those things 





which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right | 
hand of God; and the comforting trust remains 
with her friends that she has fallen asleep in Jesus. | 

PECK.—In Coventry, R. 1., on the 15th of Tenth | 
month, 1867, Joanna, wife of Perez Peck, a member 
and Elder of Greenwich Monthly Meeting, aged 81} | 
years. The circumspect life of this dear friend, the | 
humility and fervency of spirit exemplified in her | 
daily walk, the diligent discharge of all her social 
and religious duties, her abiding faith in and taith- | 
ful advocacy of the principles of Christianity, in 
their primitive purity, (as held by Friends, with | 
whom she united herself in membership at an early 
age,) the peaceful tranquillity of her mind, and the | 
animating expressions which fell from her lips | 
during her last illness, afford sweet evidence of her 
preparation to be admitted into one of those man- 
sions prepared by the Redeemer, in whose merits 
alone she reposed her abiding trust. In view of her 
approaching dissolution, she remarked, with great 





calmness and composure: ‘‘I] see nothing in my 
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way; I have always endeavored to maintain a con- 
science void of offence toward God and toward all; 
goodness and mercy have followed me all my days; 
but I have nothing to boast of—it is all through the 
merits of Jesus who died for me.’’ And a few 
hours before her close, she said to a dear friend, 
‘*I was very sick, and in great bodily distress 
through the night, but was not left comfortlegs ; the 
everlasting Arm was underneath. All is peace with 
me, and before me all is pure white, most beauti- 
ful.” 

COOK.—In Oskaloosa, 20th of Second month, 
1868, aged 30 years, Sarah A., wife of Isaac Cook, 
and daughter of Frederic and Sarah Newby, a 
member of Spring Creek Monthly Meeting, lowa. 
She was of a meek spirit and circumspect in life, 
and her mind dwelt much upon the redeeming love 
of her Saviour. In the prospect that her life might 
not be a long one, she cultivated a spirit of acquies- 
cence in the Divine Will, and she was richly blessed 
with an experience that her trust was not mis- 
placed. The day before her decease she expressed 
that her way was clear before her, and that the 
Lord in his great merey had forgiven all her sins. 
She was often engaged in vocal prayer that in 
the hour of death her Saviour would not forsake 
her. Having been a daily and diligent reader of 


| the Holy Scriptures, she listened to them with in- 


creased devotional interest as death drew near, 
being peculiarly touched with the portion respecting 
the blessed Redeemer. She was deeply concerned 
that the Christian principles maintained by her 
own religious Society might be sustained, and she 
was strengthened to impart pious counsel to those 
who came to her bed side. She was filled with 
Christian love for everybody, and yearnings for the 
highest good of all. Fer last word was the name 
of Jesus, in uttering which she passed away with a 
hope full of immortality. 


ESTES.—In Vassalboro, Maine, on the 9th of 
Third month, 1868, Joseph Estes, aged 544 years, a 
member of Vassalboro Monthly Meeting. He was 
earnestly solicitous for the spread of pure Christi- 
anity ; ever ready to aid those who were travelling 
in the ministry ; and often engaged to speak words 
of cheer and comfort to the suffering and the weary 
when thus journeying. In our religious meetings 
he sometimes spoke of the Saviour’s love to a sinful 
world. Toward the close of his life, he seemed as 
one waiting the coming of his Lord. He spoke of 
his departure with entire composure, saying he con- 
tinued on the border land longer than he expected. 
A few hours before his death he said he felt 
‘* peaceful and happy,’’ and ‘‘ believed the Almighty 
was now about to take him home.”’ 

CAREY.—On the 8th of Fourth month, 1868, in 
Buffalo, N. Y., Martha Carey, wife of Samuel Carey, 
in the 79th year of her age; a member and elder of 
Hartland Monthly Meeting, N. Y. During her se- 
vere and prolonged sufferings she did not crave 
that they should be mitigated, but that the Lord's 
will should be carried out to her entire sanctifica- 
tion. She earnestly desired that none of her ac- 
tions should be uninfluenced by the Gospel, beneath 
which she loved to feel her daily life move on. The 


| poor blessed her, for she fed them, she sympathized 


with the down trodden. Being one of the oldest 
inhabitants of the city, perhaps no death of the past 
diffused a wider or more heartfelt sorrow. Retiring 
early to her couch on the evening previous to her 


| decease, she commended herself and her husband 


to the great Shepherd of Israel. Ou the ensuing 
morning she was found dead, with a countenance 
remarkably placid. While in health she greeted 
with salutations of love unfeigned the family and 
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heritage of God in their religious visits to the small | 


company who assembled in her husband’s house, 
being fully satisfied that ‘‘if we walk in the light as 


He is in the Light, we have fellowship one with an- | 


other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth 
us from all sin.”’ 


Jane Thompson, a member and minister of Blue 
River Monthly Meeting, Ind., aged nearly 83 years. 


She joined the Society of Friends from convince- | 


ment, in the early settling of this country, and con- 
tinued a firm believer in its Christian doctrines, 
often admonishing and persuading others to pursue 
the way of life and salvation. She waited, with 
exemplary acquiescence in her Father’s will, all the 
days of her appointed time, till the change came, 
which was attended with sweet peace. 

HILL —On the 30th of Third month, 1868, after 
a lingering illness of about seventeen months, at 
Minneapolis, Minn., in the 46th year of her age, 
Eliza L., wife of Dr. Nathan B. Hill, and daughter 
of the late Richard and Mary Mendenhall, of James- 
town, N.C. She was a beloved member and elder 
of Minneapolis Monthly Meeting. Many mourn her 
loss. Hers had been a life marked for uprightness 
and innocency, and she had, from early life, en- 
deavored to be a follower of the dear Redeemer. In 
the early part of her illness, she was brought most 
fully to realize the total want of any saving power 
in moral works. Her convictions of this fact had, 
all along, been thorough enough ; 


The struggle for a complete rest by faith in her 
Saviour, was earnest, and her victorycomplete. Her 
only trust was in the all-atoning blood of Jesus. In 
Him she found a fall salvation. She made an entire 
surrender of all that she had and all that she was, 
and was permitted to have undoubting evidence of 
the acceptance of her sacrifice. During the latter 
part of her illness, she had almost constantly a 
cloudless sky. She earnestly exhorted her friends 
and family to give their hearts to Christ wholly. 
Christians of various denominations were made to 
rejoice in witnessing so clear a triumph of the cross 
of Christ. 

TRUEBLOOD.—On the 4th of Second month, 1868, 
at the residence of Benjamin Nicholson, near Sey- 
mour, Ind., Mary Amanda, daughter of Nathan 8. 
and Penelope Trueblood, aged 29 years; a member 
of Blue River Monthly Meeting. In her useful oc- 
cupation as a teacher of youth, she manifested a 
deep interest both in the spiritual and educational 
growth of those under her charge. Although her 
absence from home was a trial, yet in this and in 
all things she was enabled to express entire resigna- 


tion to the will of the Lord; and a few hours before | 
her falling asleep in Jesus, she uttered a fervent pe- | 


tition to the “throne of mercy’”’ for an admission 
through the pearl gates into the city. 


LEWIS.—Near Centralia, Ill., Rachel 
daughter of Eber and Mary Lewis, 
Elwood Monthly Meeting, 
aged nearly 8 years. 

HADLEY.—In peace, on the 5th of Seventh mo. 
1867, near Monrovia, Ind., Eunice, wife of L. M 
Hadley, in the 53d year of her age; a member of 
West Union Monthly Meeting. 

HUTCHEN.—Near Richland, Iowa, on the 21st 
of Third month, 1868, Lydia E., daughter of James 
T. and Mary Hatchen, aged 15 months. 

MILLER.—In Bedford County, Pa., on the 16th of 
First month, 1868, Samuel W. Miller, an Elder 
of Dunning’s Creek Monthly Meeting, in the 75th | 
year of his age. 


MILLER.—At the same place, on the 11th of 


Ellen, 
members of 
Vermillion County, IIl., 


but now it be- | 
came experience that the works of self are nothing. | 


a 
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Third inmates 1888, Sarah Miller, wife of John W. 
Miller, in the 62d year of her age; a member of 
Dunning’s Creek Monthly Meeting. 

DAVIS.—At the same place, on the 14th of Third 
mo., 1868, Hiram Davis, in the 56th year of his age; 
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| also a member of Dunning’s Creek Monthly Meeting. 
THOMPSON.—On the 18th of Ninth month, 1867, | 


SECRET SOCIETIES. 

The attention of ministers and members of 
various branches of the Church has been 
lately specially called to the subject of Secret 
Societies. Nes arly every week, of late, we 
have been receiving pamphlets and com- 
munications in reference to the subject, and 
now we note the fact that a National Conven- 
tion of Christians opposed to these Societies 
is called to meet in Pittsburg, Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
days of May next, at which addresses are ex- 
pected on the following subjects. 

1st. Action of Secret Orders on Social Re- 
lations—by President J. H. Fairchild, Ober- 
lin, O. 

2d. Action of Secret Orders on Christian 
Civilization—Hon. Henry Wilson, U.S. Sen- 
ator. 

3d. The Secret Orders a Religion—Presi- 
dent J. Blanchard, Wheaton, Il. 

We do not think that the members of these 
Sucieties can complain of this Convention. 
If the principles on which their organizations 
are based are in accordance with the truth, 
they have nothing to fear. On the other 
hand, if they are founded on false principles, 
if it be true that they interfere with the per- 
formance of social and religious duties, if they 
are found to be a hindrance to the success of 
the Church, and a means of elevating to of- 
fices in the State unworthy men, surely Chris- 
tians and patriots will desire to know the fact, 
that these Societies may either be abandoned 
by them, or organized on such principles as 
will not bring them into conflict with either 
the Church or the State. It seems to us that 
all the good obtained from, or performed by, 
these Societies might be secured—aye, in a 
ten-fold degree—under an organization that 
would be entirely unobjectionable, either to 
the patriot or the Christian; and if so, why 
‘should it not be done? Why should not 
| good men, both in and out of the lodge-rooms, 
strive to secure this result ?— Christian Press. 

od 


I believe our faith is often made manifest 


'| by following God blindfold, (if I may be al- 


lowed the expression ;) I mean, when our ig- 
| norance and blindness cannot account for his 
providential dispensations, and when we are 
| beset with trials and see no way to escape. 
| In this case faith says, “ It is the Lord, let him 
do what seemeth him good.’ '—H. A. Rogers. 
cl 
| Conscience is the chamber of justice. — 
Origen. 
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THE CLEANSING BLOOD. 

A visitor among the poor was one day 
climbing the broken staircase which led to a 
garret in one of the worst parts of London, 
when his attention was arrested by a man of 
peculiarly ferocious and repulsive counte- 
nance, who stood upon the landing-place 
leaning with folded arms against the wall. 
There was something about the man’s appear- 
ance which made the visitor shudder, and his 
first impulse was to go back. He made an 
effort, however, to get into conversation with 
him, and told him that he came there with 
the desire to do him good, and to see him 
happy, and that the book he had in his hand 
contained the secret of all happiness. The 
ruffian shook him off as if he had been a 
viper, and bade him begone with his nonsense, 
or he would kick him down stairs. While 
the visitor was’endeavoring with gentleness 
and patience to argue the point with him, he 
was startled by hearing a feeble voice, which 
appeared to come from behind one of the 


broken doors that opened upon the landing, | 


saying: 

“ Does your book tell of the blood which 
cleanseth from all sin ?” 

For the moment the visitor was too much 
absorbed in the case of the hardened sinner 
before him to answer the inquiry, and it was 
repeated in urgent and thrilling tones : 

“Tell me, oh, tell me, does your book tell 
of the blood which cleanseth from all sin?” 

The visitor pushed open the door and en- 
tered the room. It was a wretched place, 
wholly destitute of furniture, except a three- 
legged stool and a bundle of straw in a cor- 
ner, upon which were stretched the wasted 
limbs of an aged woman. When the visitor 
entered, she raised herself upon one elbow, 
fixed her eyes eagerly upon him, and repeated 
her former question, “ Does your book tell of 
the blood which cleanseth from, all sin?” 
He sat down upon the stool beside her, and in- 
quired, “ My poor friend, what do you want 
to know of the blood that cleanseth from all 
sin?” There was something fearful in the 
energy of her voice and manner as she re- 
plied, “ What do I want to know of it? Man, 
I am dying! I am going to stand naked be- 
fore God. I have been a wicked woman, a 
very wicked woman, all my life. I shall 
have to answer for every thing I have done,” 


and she groaned bitterly as the thought of a| 


lifetime’s iniquity seemed to cross her soul, 
“But once,” she continued, “ once, years ago, 
I came by the door of a church, and I went 
in—I don’t know what for. I was soon out 
again, but one word I heard there I have never 
forgot. It was something about blood which 
cleanseth from all sin. Oh, if I could hear of 
itnow! Tell me, tell me, if there is anything 
about that blood in your book!” The visitor 


| not in indifference. 








answered by opening hig Bible and reading the 
first chapter of the First Epistle of St. John. 
The poor creature seemed to devour the 
words, and when he paused, she exclaimed, 
“ Read more, read more.” He read the sec- 
ond chapter—a slight noise made him look 
round: the savage ruffian had followed him 
into his mother’s room, and though his face 
was partly turned away, the visitor could per- 
ceive tears rolling down his cheeks. The 
visitor read the third, fourth, fifth chapters, 
before he could get the poor listener to con- 
sent that he should stop, and then she would 
not let him go till he promised to come again 
the next day, He never from that time 
missed a day reading to her until she died, 
six weeks afterward; and very blessed was it 
to see how, almost from the first, she seemed 
to find peace by believing in Jesus. Every 
day the son followed the visitor into his 
mother’s room and listened in silence, but 
On the day of her funer- 
al he beckoned him to one side as they were 
filling up her grave, and said: “Sir, 1 have 
been thinking that there is nothing I should 
so much like as to spend the rest of my life in 
telling others of the blood which cleanseth 
from all sin.” 

Thus the great truth of free pardon through 
the blood of Christ sinks into the soul and 
saves it. Thus grasped when all else is gone 
it has power to sustain the drowning spirit, 
and lift it up above the floods that are going 
over it. Thus it breaks the heart of stone, 
which nothing else could touch, and turns the 
abandoned persecutor into the zealous teacher 
of Christianity.— Ch. Union. 

heeteedeliiei wenn 


THE POTATO. 


The prolonged wet weather in July and 
August made sad havoc with the potato crop 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia ; in some local- 
ities scarcely a sound tuber of some varieties 
was to be found at the season for saving the 
crop—whilst we have not seen or heard of a 
single disaster to the Goodrich, and only par- 
tial injury to the Harrison; and the yield 
highly satisfactory, reaching about 400 bush- 
els per acre in some cases. Of course it is 
impossible to predict what may happen with 
future crops of these varieties, but as the mat- 
ter now stands, it may be safely assumed that 
they are by far the most reliable. We have 
always admired the Peach blow, and have 
been satisfied with its yield, whilst the quali- 
ty, in our estimation, was A No. 1, especially 


| for late Winter and Spring use ; but in many 


cases the past season, the loss was total with 
them, scarcely an amount equal to the seed 
escaping the rot.— Landreth. 

He most lives, who thinks most, feels the 
noblest, acts the best.— Bailey. 
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VESUVIUS. 
(Continued from page 527.) 


We shall not here attempt to show that! 


Vesuvius and Etna belong to the same vol- 
canic system, though there is reason not only 


for supposing this to be the case, but for the} 


belief that all the subterranean forces whose 
effects have been shown from time to time 


over the district extending from the Canaries | 


and Azores, across the whole of the Mediter- 
ranean, and into Syria itself, belong to but 
one great centre of internal action. But it is 
quite certain that Ischia and Vesuvius are 
outlets from a single source. 

While Vesuvius was dormant, resigning 
for a while its pretensions to be the principal 
vent of the great Neapolitan volcanic system, 
Ischia, we have seen, was rent by frequent 
convulsions. But the time was approaching 
when Vesuvius was to resume its natural 
functions, and with all the more energy that 
they had been for a while suspended. 

In the year 63 (after Christ) there occurred 
a violent convulsion of the earth around 
Vesuvius, during which much injury was 
done to neighboring cities and many lives 
were lost. From this period shocks of earth- 
quake were felt from time to time for sixteen 
years. These grew gradually more and more 
violent, until it began to be evident that the 
voleanic fires were about to return to their 
main vent. The obstruction which had so 
long impeded the exit of the confined matter 
was not however readily removed, and it was 
only in August of the year 79, after numerous 
and violent internal throes, that the super- 
incumbent mass was at length hurled forth. 
Rocks and cinders, lava, sand, and scoriz, 
were propelled from the crater, and spread 
many miles on ever side of Vesuvius. 

We have an interesting account of the 
great eruption which followed, in a letter 


from the younger Pliny to the younger Ta-| 


citus. ‘The latter had asked for an account 


of the death of the elder Pliny, who lost his | 
life in his eagerness to obtain a near view of 


the dreadful phenomenon. “ He was at that 
time,” says his nephew, “ with the fleet under 
his command at Misenum. 
August, about one in the afternoon, my 
mother desired him to observe a cloud of very 
extraordinary sizeand shape. He had just re- 
turned from taking the benefit of the sun, and, 
after bathing himself in cold water, and 


taking a slight repast, had retired to his, 


study. He arose at once, and went out upon 
a height whence he might more distinctly 
view this strange phenomenon. It was not 
at this distance discernible from what moun- 
tain the cloud issued, but it was found after- 
wards that it came from Vesuvius. I cannot 
give a more exact description of its figure 
than by comparing it to that of a pine-tree, 


On the 24th of 


| for it shot up to great height in the form of a 
| trunk, which extended itself at the top mto a 
sort of branches ; occasioned, I suppose, either 
by a sudden gust of air which impelled it, 
whose force decreased as it advanced upwards, 
or else the cloud itself, being pressed back by 
its own -weight, expanded in this manner. 
The cloud appeared sometimes bright, at 
others dark and spotted, as it was more or less 
| impregnated with earth and cinders.” 

| ‘These extraordinary appearances attracted 
‘the curiosity of the elder Pliny. He ordered 
a small vessel to be prepared, and started to 
|seek a nearer view of the burning mountain. 
His nephew declined to accompany him, 
being engaged with his studies. As Pliny 
| left the house he received a note from a lady 
| whose house, being at the foot of Vesuvius, 
| was in imminent danger of destruction. He 
set out accordingly with the design of render- 
ing her assistance, and also of assisting others, 
|“ for the villas stood extremely thick upon that 
\lovely coast.” He ordered the galleys to be 
| put to sea, and steered directly to the point of 
danger, so cool in the midst of the turmoil 
around “as to be able to make and dictate 
|observations upon the motions and figures of 
that dreadful scene.” As he approached 
| Vesuvius, cinders, pumice-stones, and black 
| fragments of burning rock, fell on and around 
\the ships. “They were in danger, too, of 
| running aground, owing to the sudden retreat, 
|of the sea; vast fragments, also, rolled down 
from the mountain, and obstructed all the 
shore.” The pilot advising retreat, Pliny 
|made the noble answer, “ Fortune befriends 
‘the brave,” and bade him press onwards to 
Stabie. Here he found his friend Pompo- 
/nianus in great consternation, already pre- 
| pared for embarking, and waiting only for a 
|change in the wind. Exhorting Pomponia- 
‘nus to be of good courage, Pliny quietly 
‘ordered baths to be prepared; and “ having 
bathed, sat down to supper with great cheerful- 
ness, or at least (which is equally heroic) with 
all the appearance of it.” Assuring his friend 
that the flames which appeared in several 
places were merely burning villages, Pliny 
presently retired to rest, and “ being pretty 
fat,” says his nephew, “and breathing hard, 
those who attended without actually heard 
him snore.” But it became necessary to 
awaken him, for the court which led to his 
room was now almost filled with stones and 
ashes. He got up and joined the rest of the 
‘company, who were consulting on the pro- 
priety of leaving the house, now shaken from 
side to side by frequent concussions, They 


| decided on seeking the fields for safety, and 


fastening pillows on their heads to protect 
them from falling stones, they advanced in 
the midst of an obscurity greater than that of 
the darkest night,—though beyond the limits 
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of the great cloud it was already broad day. | 
When they reached the shore they found the | 
waves running too high to suffer them safely 
to venture to put out to sea. Pliny “ having 


drunk a draught or two of cold-water, lay | 


down on a cloth that was spread out for him ; : 
but at this moment the flames and sulphur- 
eous vapors dispersed the rest of ‘the com-| 
a) and obliged him to rise. Assisted by | 
two of his servants, he got upon his feet, but 
instantly fell down dead ; suffoc ated, I sup-| 
pose,” says his nephew, “ by some gross and 
noxious vapor, for he always had weak lungs | 
and suffered from a difficulty of breathing.” 
His body was not found until the third day 
after his death, when for the first time it was 
light enough to search for him. He was} 
found as he had fallen, “and looking more 
like a man asleep than dead.” 

But even at Misenum there was danger, 
though Vesuvius was distant no less than 
fourteen miles. The earth was shaken with 
repeated and violent shocks, “ insomuch,” 
says the younger Pliny, “that they threatened 
our complete. destruction.” When morning | 
came, the light was faint and glimmering ; 
the buildings ‘around seemed totteriig to their 
fall, and, standing on the open ground, the | 
chariots which Pliny had ordered were so 


agitated backwards and forwards that it was | 


impossible to keep them steady, even by sup- 
porting them with large stones. The sea was 
rolled back upon itself, and many marine 
animals were left dry upon the shore. On| 
the side of Vesuvius, a lack and ominous 
cloud, bursting with sulphureous vapors, 
darted out long trains of fire, resembling 
flashes of lightening, but much larger. 
Presently the great cloud spread over 
Misenum and the island of Caprese. Ashes |‘ 
fell around the fugitives. -On every side| 
“nothing was to be heard but the shrieks of 
women and children, and the cries of men: 


some were calling for their children, others | 


for their parents, others for their husbands, 
and only distinguishing each other by their | 
voices: one was lamenting his own fate, 
another that of his family ; some wished to 
die, that they might escape ‘the dreadful fear 
of death; but the greater part imagined that 
the last and eternal night was come, which 
was to destroy the gods and the world to-| 
gether.” At length a light appeared, which | 
was not, however, the day, but the forerunner | 
of an outburst of flames. These presently 
disappeared, and again a thick darkness 
spread over the scene. Ashes fell heavily | 
upon the fugitives, so that they were in 
danger of being crushed, and buried in the 
thick layer rapidly covering the whole coun- 
try. Many hours passed before the dreadful 
darkness ‘began slowly to be dissipated. | 
When at length day returned, and the sun 


wat acti 


‘even was seen faintly shining through the 
over-hanging canopy of ashes, “every object 
rseemed changed, being cover red over with 
| white ashes as with a deep snow.’ 
It is most remarkable that Pliny makes no 
| mention in his letter of the destruction of the 
|populous and important cities, Pompeii and 
|Herculaneum. We have seen that at Stabie 
a shower of ashes fell so heavily that, several 
| days before the end of the eruption, the court 
| leading to the elder Pliny’s room _was begin- 
|ing to be filled up. And when the eruption 
ceased, Stabisee was completely overwhelmed. 
Far more sudden, however, was the destruc- 
tion of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

It would seem that the two cities were 
\first shaken violently by the throes of gn 
‘disturbed mountain. The signs of such 
catastrophe have been very “commonly as- 
signed te the earthquake which happened in 
63, but it seems far more likely that most of 
them belong to the days immediately pre- 
\ceding the great outburst in 79. “In Pom- 
peii,” says Sir Charles Lyell, “both public 
‘and private buildings bear testimony to ~ 
catastrophe. The walls are rent, and i 
/many places traversed by fissures still oft.” 
It is probable that the inhabitants were driven 
\by these anticipatory throes to fly from the 
doomed towns. For though Dion Cassius 
relates that “ two entire cities, Herculaneum 
‘and Pompeii, were buried under showers of 
ashes, while all the people were sitting in the 
theatre,” yet “the examination of the two 
cities enables us to prove,” says Sir Charles, 
“that none of the people were destroyed in 
the theatres, and, indeed, that there were 
very few of the inhabitants who did not 
escape from both cities. Yet,” he adds, 

‘some lives were lost, and there was ample 
foundation for the tale in all its most essential 
| particulars.” 

We may note here, in passing, that the 
account of the eruption given by Dion Cas- 
|sius, who wrote a century and a half after the 
catastrophe, is sufficient to prove how terrible 
jan impression had been made upon the in- 
habitants of Campania, from whose descend- 
ants he in all probability obtained the 
materials of his narrative. He writes that, 
“during the eruption, a multitude of men of 
superhuman stature, resembling giants, ap- 
|peared, sometimes on the mountain, and 
|sometimes in the environs; that stones and 
| smoke were thrown out, the sun was hidden, 
and then the giants seemed to rise again 
while the sounds of trumpets were heard”— 
with mnoch other matter of a similar sort. 

(To be continued.) 
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| Be always at leisure to do good; never 
make business an excuse to decline the offices 
of humanity.— Marcus Aurelius. 
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For Friends’ Review. 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God; when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Col. iii. 
3, 4. 

I once was troubled with a heavy burden ; 

A guilty conscience weighed my spirit down ; 
I needed full assurance of a pardon: 

I longed for smiles, I only saw a frown. 

Bat, O, the joy I found at last in knowing 

My Lord had done what I could never do; 

He brought salvation, full and sweetly flowing, 


And free as streams, that course the valleys | 


through. 
I read his precious promises and laid 
Complete dependence on the words he said. 


Reading still farther, still my joy increases : 

I learn that those whom he redeemed are dead ; 
And, yet, it says not that their being ceases, 

But that ’tis hidden with their living Head, 

And all in God upon His throne in Heaven. 

Ob! what can harm it when ’tis hidden there? 
Or who can rob us of what God has given. 

Our life, our glory, and our mansion fair? 

When Christ appears, we’ll strangers be to fear, 

For we with Him in g'ory will appear. 

And He whose mercy life eternal giveth, 

Will jast as surely teach me how to go 
Upon my journey, for He ever liveth, 

And light and strength from Him forever flow. 

I had from Him the peace [ am posaessing ; 

I seek from Him the strength to meet my need; 
For He is rich, and liberal in blessing, 

And proves Himself a very friend indeed, 
Without Him, all is empty, vain and poor ; 

Bat with Him, everything I need is sure. 

From first to last, from time to time unending, 

The glory His, the honor and the praise ; 

And from His ransomed children are ascending 

Sweet prayers aud praises through these waiting 

days. 
They love to tell the wondrous melting story, 

The wondrous tale of Jesus and His love ; 
They love to think of Him arrayed in glory, 

And O! they seek in every way to prove 
How much they owe Him, yet can never pay; 

And that they’re waiting for that glorious day, 
When he shall come and take His church away. 

New York, 4th mo. 11th. T. H. G. 

~~ 
A LAME FREEDMAN, 

The Bible Society Record tells of a freed- 
man who, though very lame, regularly walked | 
five miles to attend a First-day sc thool, ee 
only missed three times during nearly a yea 
being then prevented by stormy w ve 
During this period, he first acquired the al-| 
phabet, 
of which has been presented to o him. 

2 — 


SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


Foreies Ixteuiicexce.—Advices from Europe to | 


the 21st inst., have been received. 

Great Barrain.—Meetings of the Liberal party 
are being held throughout England, at which the 
grievances of the Irish people in general, and 
especially the disendowment of all religious sects 
in that island, are the subjects of consideration. 
The speakers include most of the well-known 
Liberal leaders in Parliament. At one of these 
meetings in London, on the 16th, resolutions de- 


claring the disenduwment alluded to, to be right | 


and can now read the Bible, a copy 
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| and Sepeetivels demanded, were adopted by ac- 
clamation. 
A warrant has been issued by the Bow street 
police magistrates, London, for the arrest of ex- 
| Governor Eyre of Jamaica, on a charge of illegally 
| proclaiming martial law on the occasion of the dis- 
|turbances in that island. It is believed that by 
| this means the legality of the Governor’s actions 
| will be finally and satisfactorily tested. 
| **Gen.’? Nagle, an American citizen, arrested as a 
| Fenian, and six of the crew of a vesael seized off 
| the Irish coast on suspicion of being a Fenian 
cruiser, have been restored to liberty on condition 
|of leaving the country and never returning, and 
| they lett Cork for the United States on the 16th inst. 
The Prince and Princess of Wales are on a visit 
|to Ireland, where the former was installed on the 
18th as a * Knight of the order of St. Patrick.”’ 
| It is stated that Gen. Napier, the commander of 
| the Abyssinian expedition, has requested a heavy 
| remittance of treasure, to defray the expenses of 
the army, to be made to bim before the rainy 
| season sets in, as he anticipates that during that 
| Season communication will be frequently if mt 
| wholly interrupted. A rumor prevailed in London 
|on the 16th that advices had been received of the 
release of the British captives and the close of the 
war; but the latest dispatches received from Gen. 
Napier did not confirm the report, as be was still 
| pushing on, the advance column being within 30 
| miles of Magdala. 
| France.—The Moniteur, (official paper) of the 
15th, published a speech delivered at Rambouillet 
| by the Minister of Justice, designed to allay the 
| excitement produced by rumors of impending war. 
| He declared that the government is actively prose- 
| cuting extensive works for the improvement of the 
| interior and connecting roads of France, on which 
| large sums are expended, and argned that this fact 
is utterly inconsistent with the idea that it apprehends 
or is preparing for war; and he asserted that the re- 
organization of the military forces, which had ex- 
cited so much ap prehension, was a pledge for the 
maintenance of peace, which, he said, no European 
| power now threatens to disturb. 


Germany.—The Parliament of the North German 
| Confederation has adopted a resolution instructing 
| Count Von Bismarck to enter into negotiations with 

foreign powers, for the purpose of establishing by 
| treaty the absolute neutrality of private property 
| at sea during time of war. 


| Dexnmark.—The negotiations between Denmark 
|and Prussia relative to the disputed territory in 
Schleswig-Holstein, are apparently as far as ever 
from a conclusion. The recent propositions of 
Prussia for the cession of certain fortresses and ter- 
ritory by Denmark, have been emphatically re- 
| jected. It is reported that the Emp ror of Russia 
has declined to mediate between tue two govern- 
| ments on this question. 

It is reported from London that the Danish gov- 
ernment has commenced negotiations for the sale of 
the island of Santa Cruz to France. 

Japay.—A telegram of the 17th from London, 
says that the latest dispatches state that the Mikado 
| has declared war against the Tycoon, Stots-Bashi. 

Sourn America.—Adviers to the 22d ult. showed 
that civil war existed in Venezuela, and there was 
| little prospect of an early termination, the belligerent 
parties being nearly equal in numbers and strength. 
Three States, and the districts near Caraccas, had 
pronounced against the government. The Presi- 
dent, Gen. Falvon, was at Porto Cabello with his 
|army, and much straitened for means to support 
both it and the civil government. He was said to 
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be prepared to leave the country if the revolution- 
ary movement should prove successful. He is only 
in his second year as President, the term being four 
years. Arrangements had been completed for light- 
ing Caraccas with gas, and it would be commenced 
as soon as a sufficient stock of coal should be on 
hand to keep up the supply. All the materials for 
the works were imported from New York and Phila- 
delphia, and they were constructed under the diree- 
tion of American engineers. A company in Carac 
cas had obtained a concession from the government 
to construct a railroad, begun some time ago, but 
abandoned, from that city to Patare, 40 miles in 
the interior. 

Later advices from the seat of war on the Parana 
river indicate that the report of the capture of 
Asuncion was incorrect, and that the Paraguayans 
still hold that town; and it appears donbtful 
whether the Allies gained any decided advantage in 
the severe conflicts before Humaita, as the Brazilian 
fleet remains at Curupaity ,where it was before the 


attack. 
Domestic.—The track of the Union Pacific Rail- 


road has been laid across the highest point of the | 


Rocky Mountains which is to be passed by the road, 
The elevation is 8,242 feet, the highest point, it is 
said, yet reached by any railroad. Of this line, 
from Omaha, 500 miles have been 
equipped in two years, and it is expected that even 
greater progress will be made this year. Much 
rock-cutting, grading, &c., have been done during 
the winter, when track-laying was suspended, and 
it is said that the grading is done for 100 miles be- 
youd the completed road, and that iron sufficient for 
200 miles has been accumulated. The distance from 
Omaha to San Francisco is 1845 miles. Of this it 
is expected that the Union Pacific Company will 
have over 800 miles in operation this year, and the 
Central Pacific Co. of California, building from the 
western end, nearly 400 miles. The remaining gup 
of 500 or 660 miles may be nearly closed in another 
year, so that it may be expected, if no unforeseen 
obstacles prevent, that in the course of 1870 the 
connection will be completed. 

The returns of the election in South Carolina, 
though as yet incomplete, indicate the ratification 
of the Constitution by a large majority, and the 
choice of a Republican Governor, Legislature and 
members of Congress. It is said that in sume dis- 


tricts, both fraud and force were used to prevent | 


this result, but without success. In Charleston, the 
majority for the Constitution was over 1800, and 
60uv whites, in defiance of proscription, voted for the 
Republican ticket in that city. 
voted for a convention last autumn. 

The Virginia Convention adjourned at midnight 
on the 18th, subject to the call of the committee. 
The Constitution was signed by the President 
and Secretary, a resolution having been adopted 
dispensing with the signing by the meimbers. 
was understood that the ‘‘ Couservative’’ members 
would have refused to sign it. It was adopted by a 
vote of 51 yeas to 26 nays. Efforts were made to 
obtain some relaxation of the oath of offive, and 
Gen. Schofield urged such a course, on the ground 
that capable persons could not be found to adminis- 
ter the offices, who could take the oath; but all 
these efforts proved ineffectual. A proposition to 
relieve from disability any person who shall have 
supported the reconstruction act and shall vote for 
the Constitution, was also defeated. The 2d of 
Sixth month was fixed for the popular vote on the 
ratification of the Constitution, aud the election of 
State oflicers and members of the Legislature and 
Congress. 
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Concress.—The House, on the 20th, passed the 
bill which had previously passed the Senate, ap- 
propriating $10,000 for the expenses of the impeach- 
ment trial; a bill amending the Bankrupt act ; and, 
with some slight modifications, the bill some time 
since reported from the committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, concerning the rights of American citizens 
abroad. It declares any instruction, order or 
opinion of any officer of this government which 
denies or restricts the right of expatriation, to be 
inconsistent with the fandamental principles of this 
government ; enacts that ali naturalized citizens, 
while in foreigu countries, shall receive the same 
protection from this government as native citizens ; 
and authorizes the President whenever he shall be 
duly informed that any citizen of the United States 
bas been arrested and confined by any foreign 
government, on the allegation that naturalization 
does not dissolve his allegiance to his native 
sovereign, or if any citizen has been arrested whose 
release on demand is unreasonably delayed or re- 
fused, to suspend whclly, or in part, commercial re- 
lations with such government, or if no other remedy 
avails, to order the arrest and detention of any 
subject of such government found in this country, 
except ambassadors and their attendants, who has 
not declared an intention to become a citizen; any 
proceedings under this act to be reported to Congress 
without delay. 

The impeachment trial proceeded on the 15th, 
when the President’s counsel presented documen- 
tary evidence, including a statement of ad interim 
appointments said to have been made by previous 
| Presidents during the sessions of the Senate. The 
President’s mes:age to the Senate defending his re- 
moval of Secretary Stanton was offered, but the 
Chief Justice decided againstits admission. On the 
16th, Senator Sumner offered a resolution expressing 
the opinion that in this trial the ordinary reasons 
for the exclusion of evidence do not exist, and that 
all not trivial or ebviously irrelevant should be ad- 
mitted, its value to be considered on the final judg- 
ment; bat it was laid on the table by a vote of 33 
to ll. 4H. Stanbery being still unable to attend, 
the other counsel proceeded without him, and called 
some additional witnesses, among whom were the 
|counsel employed to defend Gen. L. Thomas 
when arrested at the suit of Secretary Stanton, 
j and also Secretary Welles and Postmaster General 
Randall. Much time was occupied, on several dif- 
ferent days, in arguments by the Managers and 
counsel respecting the admissibility of certain evi- 
dence which the latter desired to introduce. Evi- 
dence to show that the President had informed the 
Cabinet of the removal of Stanton and of his in- 
tention to nominate T. Ewing, Sr., as his successor, 
was admitted; but subsequent offers to prove that 
the Cabinet had advised the President, when the 
Tenure of Office bill was first passed and presented 
for his approval, that it was unconstitutional, and 
that the veto message was prepared by Seward and 
Stanton, and also that the Cabinet afterwards con- 
sidered a judicial decision on that law desirable, 
although the Chief Justice thought it admissible, 
Were rejected by the Senate as irrelevant, as were 
some other questions relative to Cabinet proceed- 
ings. The President’s counsel announced on the 
| 2Uth that they had closed their case, when tie 
Managers ollered some cumulative evidence, part of 
which was received and part ruled out. They then 
closed, and the Sevate, us a Court, adjourned to the 
| 22d, when the final arguments on the case were to 
| be commenced, two counsel being allowed to speak 
on each side, the Managers opening and closing. It 
| Was expected that these would occupy several days 








